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can regard without admiration the beautiful picture presented 
by this bird cleaving its way in graceful curves and sweeps over 
the wild troubled waves of the Atlantic ; but its immense pec- 
toral muscles and light hollow bones, added to its surface of 
wing, would amply account for all. 


+88. DiomepEA MELANOPHRYS, Temm. 

Locality the same as the preceding, but more given to visit- 
ing the bays and harbours of the coast. It is not at all an un- 
common sight to see this bird sitting, with a superlatively stupid 
manner, close to the fishing-boats in False Bay, waiting for bait 
or refuse to be thrown overboard, when they swim up and 
devour it. 


+39. DiomEpDEA FULIGINOSA, Gmel. 

The rarest of the Albatroses this cruise, but seen in the same 
locality as the preceding species. D. chlororhynchus was not 
observed ; probably it was away in its breeding-grounds. 


40. STERCORARIUS CATARRHACTES (Linn.) ? 
Off the Comoro Islands I saw one of these birds ; but, as I did 
not procure a specimen, I may have been mistaken. 


41, SteRNA VELOX, Rupp. 
In great abundance at Mogambic. No other Laride were 
observed. 


42, FREGATA AQuiLus (Linn.). 
Visited by several of these birds when near the Comoro 
Islands. Mr. Layard adds, “ They breed on Sandy island.” 


+ 43, PHAETON RUBRICAUDA, Bodd. 
Several in the Moçambic channel. 


XXV.—On the Genus Acredula. By R. B. SHARPE. 
Tue object of the present paper is to draw attention to the dif- 
ferences between the Bottle-Titmouse of the British Islands and 
the corresponding form inhabiting Scandinavia, and to adduce 
facts in favour of their recognition as distinct species. I under- 
took the investigation of the subject on reading, in my friend 
Mr. J. Edmund Harting’s ‘Birds of Middlesex’ (p. 59), that 
there were m the collection of Mr. John Hancock, and in the 
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Museum at Newcastle-on-Tyne, specimens of a Bottle-Titmouse 
with a white head; and the author suggests the possibility of 
the continental being specifically distinct from the British bird. 
Further research showed me that a similar belief had been ex- 
pressed by other ornithologists*; and it was therefore with 
renewed confidence that I set to work to examine all the 
material at my command. The great difficulty I have experi- 
enced in procuring continental specimens with the sexes marked 
so that I could rely upon them, must be my excuse for the im- 
perfections of the present essay; but I have endeavoured to in- 
dicate all points on which I am not perfectly clear, and I hope 
that ornithologists, now that the subject has been pointed out 
to them, will do their best to enlighten us with respect to the 
exact geographical distribution of the two species, as I hope 
to convince my readers these birds are. 

I am sure that no ornithologist, comparing carefully the plate 
of Parus caudatus in Mr. Gould’s ‘ Birds of Europe’ with any 
coloured figure of the bird under the same name in the works of 
German or Scandinavian authors would consider that they re- 
presented the same species; for the male of the Scandinavian 
bird is always figured with a white head, while the male of the 
British species has a band on each side of the head extending 
from the eye to the nape, the female only of the former having 
a dusky band on each side of the head, as in both sexes of the 
English bird. This, then, is the principal point on which I 
ground my proposition that they ought to be recognized as 
specifically distinct, viz. that the sexes of the British bird are 
alike, while in the Scandinavian Bottle-Titmouse they differ 
considerably one from the other. Nor is my conviction founded 
on figures in any work alone; for I have lying before me speci- 
mens from Great Britain, Denmark, Holland, and Germany ; 
and I propose now to consider the geographical distribution of 
of the two species, so far as the material I have at hand will 
allow me; and it will be seen that all I have to add is in favour 
of their specific separation. 

For the loan of the Danish birds I am indebted to the Rev. 
H. B. Tristram, who has always most kindly lent me specimens 

* Ibis, 1862, p. 92; 1863, p. 189, 
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to aid me in my studies; but as in the present instance the sexes 
of the specimens were not marked, I cannot rely on their cor- 
rect determination. They are both young birds, in which stage 
of plumage the two species approach each other; but Scandi- 
navian examples always have the white on the head and throat 
much purer than in any British specimen I have yet seen. I 
possess, however, through the kindness of Mr. J. G. Keulemans, 
of Leyden, a pair of adult birds from Holland, concerning which 
he has sent me the following note :—“ The two birds I have 
sent you are male and female. The old male has a pure white 
head, and is less rufous on the back. Very young ones resemble 
the female, but are browner on the head. You will thus see that 
I have sent you a pair of adult birds. It is seldom that Parus 
caudatus is found breeding in Holland; but it is very common 
in the winter-time. It breeds in Northern Europe, and only 
comes to us in winter; and from October to March they are 
seen flying in flocks of from five to twenty individuals. These 
flocks consist of the old birds and the family of young ones. 
They are very tame, and are easily captured, though very diffi- 
cult to keep alive in confinement. If one is caught, it makes a 
peculiar whistling noise, like dzir-r-r-r-ell, which no sooner is 
heard by its companions than they all fly round the captive, 
and come so close as almost to be taken with the hand. I know 
that they make a very artistic nest, but I have never seen one.” 

From the foregoing remarks it will be seen that the white- 
headed Titmouse only comes to Holland in the winter. In 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, however, it breeds, according 
to the ornithologists of those countries, and in the two last- 
mentioned as far north as lat. 63°*. Still in Norway it is pro- 
bably a local species, for my friend Mr. F. W. Backhouse tried 
unsuccessfully during a three months’ trip last summer to pro- 
cure me a specimen, and the bird was not known to the country- 
people of whom he enquired. 

The white-headed Bottle-Titmouse would, however, seem to 
be common in Siberia. Middendorff obtained an example in 
January at Udskoj-Ostrog, between the Stanovoi Mountains 
and the Sea of Ochotsk, which agreed with European specimens, 

* Wallengren, Naumannia, 1855, p. 136. 
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as did also the birds procured by Schrenck in Upper and Lower 
Amoorland. Radde likewise procured specimens during his 
journey through the south of Hast Siberia, and observes that 
they agreed exactly with those collected by Schrenck in Amoor- 
land. The birds also which he obtained at Onon and Irkutsk are 
precisely the same as the European bird, “ which,” says he, “is 
very extraordinary; for from the Upper Ussuri we have received 
through Herr Maximowiez a Titmouse which neither in the 
marking of the head, nor in its proportions, agrees with Parus 
trivirgatus of Temminck and Schlegel, but sufficiently so with 
old Siberian Long-tailed Titmice ”. 

In Germany it also occurs; and Mr. Harting has very kindly 
given me a specimen from that country. This is a male, pro- 
cured in August 1863; and from the worn condition of the plu- 
mage it is evident that it had not begun to moult. I mention 
this because it is suggested by some that the white head is 
only the winter dress of the Scandinavian bird. 

That the Parus caudatus of Linneus was founded upon this 
persistently white-headed bird there can be, I think, no doubt ; 
and when we consider the characters on which Motacilla yarrelli 
is distinguished from M. alba, Pyrrhula coccinea from P. vulgaris, 
Sitta cesia from S. europea, and Troglodytes borealis from T. 
curopéus, we cannot refuse to acknowledge the specific distinct- 
ness of the British form, on which the name Mecistura rosea 
was long ago bestowed by Mr. Blyth*. 

I wish to add here a word on the adoption of the generic 
name Acredula, in preference to Mecistura and Orites. 

The propriety of separating the Long-tailed Titmice from the 
true Pari was recognized as long ago as 1752 by Möhring; and 
to this day his genus Orites is adopted by some authors. But 
the excellent rules of zoological nomenclature adopted by the 
British Association exclude all Méhring’s genera; and, as has 
been pointed out (Ibis, 1865, p. 98), there is an inconvenience 
in using the name Orifes, since it has been proposed by Keyser- 
ling and Blasius for a group of Fringillide. Ornithologists will, 


* White's “Natural History of Selborne. With Notes by EDWARD 
BLYTH. London: 1836,” p. 111, note. 
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however, agree with Dr. Giinther when he remarks (Ibis, 1865, 
p- 97) that the usually adopted genus of Mecistura, Leach, should 
give way to that of dAcredula, Koch. “For these last two 
generic names were published in 1816; but whilst the former is 
used only in a list of indigenous birds in the British Museum, 
without any characters, that of the last-mentioned author is 
accompanied by a very elaborate diagnosis (see Koch, ‘System 
der baier. Zool.’ p. 199).” 

Having therefore endeavoured to show that Acredula is the 
genus that should properly be employed for the true Bottle- 
Titmice, of which the continental bird is the type, we will pro- 
ceed to consider the species included in it. These are six in 
number, and seem to divide themselves naturally into two sec- 
tions, distinguished by the presence or absence of a gular spot, 
as the following synoptical table, in which I have endeavoured 
to point out the distinguishing specific characters, will show :— 


A. Macula gulari nulla. 
a. Dorso medio nigro. 


ais Pilepstotomiveo....... 0.000000. 1. A. caudata. 
b'. Pileo medio albo, vitté utrinque nigra, 
genis cinerascentibus ............ 2. Á. rosea. 
c'. Similis A. vosee, sed omnino minor et 
coloribus dilutioribus ............ 3. A. trivirgata. 
b. Dorso medio concolori ,....eessceseeos 4, A. swinhoii. 


B. Macula gulari nigricante, dorso concolor. 
a. Major, pileo nigro, vitté mediana cinereo- 


albida, fronte cinerea ...........0000: 5. A. tephronota. 
b. Minor, pileo nigro, macula nuchali vinaceo- . 
erisen, fronte’riubescente:.:........... 6. A. glaucogularis, 


The above are at present the only known species belonging 
to this truly Palearctic genus. It is, however, possible that 
more species are yet to be discovered in the almost unexplored 
regions of Central and South-Western Asia; and I would draw 
attention to the remarkable fact that between Asia Minor, 
where we have A. tephronota, no species of the genus is known 
until we get to China, the habitat of A. glaucogularis. It 
should be mentioned, however, that in the Himalayas are found 
the closely allied genera At githaliscus, Acanthiparus, and so on, 
which, however, Mr. Blyth informs me are not true Bottle-Tit- 
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mice, presenting distinct modifications of form and habits. I 
have therefore been very careful in collating the statements of 
the authors on whose descriptions I have had principally to 
rely. It is also probable that further research will permit us to 
add to the list which I have drawn up ; and now that the attention 
of travelling naturalists has been called to the subject, we shall 
doubtless soon know more of the geographical distribution of 
each species. 

I cannot, however, conclude these remarks without returning 
my best thanks to all the kind friends who have aided me in 
the preparation of the present essay, particularly Dr. P. L. 
Sclater, to whom I am indebted for many kind suggestions. 


l. AcrEDULA CAUDATA. Scandinavian Bottle-Titmouse. 

Parus caudatus, Linn., Syst. Nat. i. p. 342 (1766); Nozem. 
& Sepp, Nederl. Vog. i. tab. 26 (1770) ; Kjerb., Danm. Fugle, 
p. 188, t. xxiii. (1852); Middend., Sibir. Reise, Vogel, p. 154 
(1853); Nilsson, Skand. Faun. Fogl. i. p. 425 (1858); Fritsch, 
Vog. Eur. p. 106, t. 26, fig. 9 (1861) ; Collett, Overs. Christian. 
orn. Faun. p. 75 (1864). 

Parus (Mecistura) caudatus, Schrenck, Reise Amur]. i. (V6g.), 
p. 305 (1860); Radde, Reise Süd von Ost-Sibir. ii. p. 196 (1868). 

Paroides longicaudus et P. caudatus, Brehm, Vog. Deutschl. 
pp. 470, 471, t. xxiv. (1831). 

Orites caudatus, Sundev., Svensk. Fogl. p. 92, t. xv. figs. 4, 5 
(1856); Deg]. & Gerbe, Orn. Eur. ii. p. 571 (1867) pi. 

Hab. Siberia (Middendorff, Radde), Amur-land (Schrenck), 
‘Sweden (Nilsson, Sundevall), Norway (Collett), Denmark (Kjær- 
billing), Germany (Brehm, Naumann), Holland (Nozeman, 
Keulemans), North Britain (Harting). 


2. AcREDULA ROSEA. Western Bottle-Titmouse. 

Mecistura rosea, Blyth, White’s Nat. Hist. of Selborne, p. 111, 
note (1836). 

Mecistura longicaudata, Macgill., Hist. Brit. Birds, ii. p. 454 
(1839). 

Meeistura caudata, Jaubert & Lapomm., Rich. Orn. p. 186 
(1859); Gould, B. Gr. Br. (1862) ; Bettoni, Uce. Lomb. i. 
fase. vii. (1866). 
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Parus caudatus, Savi, Orn. Tose. i. p. 20 (1829); Gould, B. 
Bur. iii. pl. 157 (1837). 

Orites caudatus, Deg]. & Gerbe, Orn. Eur. ii. p. 571 (1867) pt. 

Hab. British Islands (Auctt. Britt. passim), France (Jaubert), 
Lombardy (Bettoni), Tuscany (Savi). 

I have carefully examined the descriptions and figures in the 
works above quoted, and I think there can be no doubt that the 
birds found in the localities mentioned will prove to be identically 
the same as our English Bottle-Titmouse, though I have un- 
fortunately been unable to obtain specimens from any of the 
countries named. 

I think also that A. rosea will ultimately prove to be the bird 
inhabiting the following localities; but no precise information 
having been published by the respective authors, it is difficult to 
say for certain. 

Spain, Lilford, Ibis, 1866, p. 383. 

Belgium, Sélys-Longchamps, Faune Belge, p. 103. 

Luxembourg, La Fontaine, Faune Luxemb. p. 109. 

Sicily, Malherbe, Faune Orn. Sic. p. 112. 

In Belgium and Luxembourg it is most probable that A. cau- 
data is a winter visitant. 


3. ACREDULA TRIVIRGATA. Japanese Bottle-Titmouse. 

Parus (Megisturus) trivirgatus, Temm. & Schl., Faun. Jap. 
Aves, p. 60, pl. 34 (1850). 

Acredula trivirgata, Cab., Mus. Hein. i. p. 90, note (1850). 

Middendorff considers this bird to bea variety of the Siberian 
form; but the original describers state that every one of a large 
number of specimens showed the dark stripe on the side of the 
head as in young examples of the European species; and we 
may therefore conclude that this stripe is constant. The colours 
also, though distributed as in our British bird, are altogether 
lighter, and the measurements of the bird are much less. It 
does not appear to occur in the northern islands of Japan ; for it 
was not obtained by Mr. Henry Whitely during his visit to 
Japan (cf. Ibis, 1867, p. 198), and his father tells me that it 
was not even once seen. Nor is it included in Capt. Blakiston’s 
list of the birds of Northern Japan (cf. Ibis, 1862, p. 321). I 
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have, through the kindness of Mr. George R. Gray, been able 
to examine specimens in the British Museum; and there can be 
no doubt of its being a good species allied to the British bird. 


4. ACREDULA SWINHOII. Swinhoe’s Bottle-Titmouse. 

 Mecistura swinhoii, Zelebor,”’ Pelzeln, Reise ‘ Novara,’ Aves, 
p. 66, Taf. iii. figs. 1, 2 (1865). 

Hab. Shanghai (Zelebor). 

This Titmouse, which I have never seen, and which is at 
present only known to science by the description and plate above 
cited, is allied, according to the author’s remarks, to A. glauco- 
gularis, Gould. Herr von Pelzeln says it must remain doubtful 
whether the Mecistura caudata of Mr. Swinhoe (P. Z. 8. 1863, 
p. 270), observed by that gentleman at Shanghai, refers to this 
species. As Mr. Swinhoe procured no specimens, I have 
thought it best to omit it as a synonym. 


5. AcREDULA GLAUCOGULARIS. Silvery-throated Bottle-Tit- 
mouse. 

“ Orites? glaucogularis, Gould,” Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 140. 

Mecistura glaucogularis, Gould, B. Asia, pt. vii. 

To Mr. Gould’s notice of this pretty Titmouse in the ‘ Birds 
of Asia’ I can add nothing, except that Mr. Whitely, of Wool- 
wich, has received specimens from China, thus undoubtedly fixing 
that country as the true habitat of this species. 


6. ACREDULA TEPHRONOTA. Giinther’s Bottle-Titmouse. 

Orites tephronotus, Ginth., Ibis, 1865, p. 95, pl. iv. 

Hab. Asia Minor. 

Mr. Salvin has kindly lent me a specimen of this bird from 
his collection, which agrees with Dr. Giinther’s description. It 
was obtained from Mr. Robson, of Ortakeny, who procured the 
specimens first described by Dr. Giinther. 


XXVI.—On the Species of Birds collected by Dr. Stoliczka in 
Thibet and the Himalayas. By Aucust von PELZELN *. 


Dr. F. StoxticzKka, who, as member of the Geological Institute 


* (Dr. Stoliezka’s collections having been more than once mentioned 


